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The Honorable Tammy Duckworth
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Duckworth:

Thank you for your July 10, 2019 letter. Acting Secretary McAleenan asked that I
respond on his behalf.

Section 11(d) of Executive Order 13767 requires the Secretary of Homeland Security to
“take appropriate action to ensure that parole authority under section 212(d)(5) of [the
Immigration and Nationality Act] is exercised only on a case-by-case basis in accordance with
the plain language of the statute, and in all circumstances only when an individual demonstrates
urgent humanitarian reasons or a significant public benefit derived from such parole.”

Pursuant to Executive Order 13767, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)
has conducted an extensive review of categorical parole programs established under previous
Administrations. As a result of that review, some categorical programs were terminated, and the
Department of Homeland Security is assessing the status of remaining programs—including PIP.
In the meantime, we would be pleased to offer our technical assistance to your office should you
choose to address this issue through the legislative process.

We appreciate the concerns your letter raised regarding national security and military
readiness, are working closely with the Department of Defense to ensure these matters are taken
into account.

Thank you again for your letter and interest in this important issue. The co-signers of
your letter will receive a separate, identical response. Should you require any additional
assistance, please have your staff contact the USCIS Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental
Affairs at (202) 272-1940.

Respectfully,
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Ken Cuccinelli II
Acting Director

cc: The Honorable Mark Esper

Acting Secretary
U.S. Department of Defense
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